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Heather Ferguson, Coordinator, Recruitment and Orientation



815-825-2086, ext. 2351 ( Fax: 815-825-2306

heather.ferguson@kishwaukeecollege.edu

Dear New Student,

Welcome! We’re so glad you’re here! In selecting Kishwaukee College, you have selected a great value—your tuition costs as an in-district student will be approximately 1/3 of what you would play at Illinois’ state universities—and an even better array of opportunities. Small class sizes (averaging around 20 students), professors who are dedicated to teaching, and a diverse student population allow your educational experience at Kishwaukee College to be personalized, varied, and focused on real-world applications.

If you plan to transfer to a university, Kishwaukee College offers Associate of Art and Associate of Science degrees that help you complete the general education classes you’ll need for a bachelor’s degree. The sooner you consider your educational goals after Kish, the more intentionally you can select classes that align with your educational path. Meet with a Counselor early on in your college career to learn about transfer requirements—it helps to know what university and program you plan to transfer to as soon as possible—and to discover how to make the most of your time here.

Beyond transfer degrees, we also offer Associate of Applied Sciences degrees and certificates, both of which are available in over 60 career occupations ranging from Aviation to Welding. Instructors who teach these classes are well-versed in their fields, and many of them have professional experiences and connections that can help you start your career with a flourish. 

In addition to professors, a wide range of professionals are here on campus to assist you with everything from financing your education to polishing your résumé. Beyond what you learn during orientation today, keep in mind that our website, www.kishwaukeecollege.edu, is also a wealth of information about these resources and more. Some search terms you may find helpful:

· Paying for College—Information on financial aid, scholarship opportunities, tuition and payment options.

· Admissions, Registration, and Records—Enrollment & registration of students, and maintenance of student records. ARR is also a great place to get your general questions answered!

· Counseling & Student Development Center—Personal counseling, career counseling, and academic advisement. Pursuing a transfer degree? Stop here every semester with questions about putting together your class schedule! 
· Career Center—Career exploration and placement services

· Learning Skills Center—Placement testing, free tutoring in nearly every subject area, and a Writing Center to assist with papers

· Assistive Resources Center—Support and accommodations for students with special needs. Students must provide official documentation from a doctor. 
· Early Childhood Center—Child care for children ages 2-5

· Bus Route Information—Buses running daily from DeKalb and Rochelle

· Student activities—Clubs, organizations, and campus-wide events

· Athletics—“Recruit me” online forms and program information

· Catalog—Course descriptions and program requirements

You can also find a lot of your personal information—including e-mail access, grade information, financial aid status and award letter, billing information, and more—through MyKC, our online portal. Using a secure login, you can access this information and more! Please keep in mind that as a college student, your information is private and cannot be shared with anyone but you without your explicit permission, so MyKC is a great place to answer many of your questions. If you have additional questions about privacy, contact the Admissions, Registration, and Records office. 

Of course, your time in college is about much more than just academics. Take advantage of the many opportunities available here. Join a club or organization through our Student Activities office and meet new friends, enhance your leadership and organizational skills, and learn more about a topic of interest. Attend events to get connected. Last year, the Student Government Association and Student Activities Office hosted a hypnotist; offered cultural events for Black History Month, Asian-American Heritage Month, and more; and hosted our annual Kish Bash—among many other events.

Clubs aren’t your thing? Consider lending your talents to our athletic program. Kishwaukee College offers three sports per gender: volleyball; basketball; and softball for women, and baseball; basketball; and soccer for men. Tryouts for new students are held in August for every sport; check out our athletics page for more information.

Need a bit more adventure? How about studying abroad?  Kishwaukee offers a variety of cost-effective study abroad opportunities. Summer or semester-long programs are offered in England, Austria, Ireland, Spain, Costa Rica, Australia, and France. Study abroad is a great way to expand your horizons while still working towards your academic goals; students typically earn transfer credit during their time abroad. For more information, contact Lisa March, Study Abroad Coordinator, at 815-825-2086, ext. 2560.

Clubs, athletics, and study abroad opportunities are just a few of the great options available to you here at Kishwaukee College. Throughout your time today, get acquainted with all of the offices and support services available to you here. Whether you are here two years or more, take advantage of as many different possibilities as you can. Congratulations again on choosing Kishwaukee College as a place to begin your pursuits in higher education. Take your time here as a chance to find your real opportunity.

Sincerely,

Heather Ferguson
Coordinator, Recruitment and Orientation
Kishwaukee College
C1101, New Student Connections
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